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From Office of Emmett J. Scott
Special A ssistant to  S ecre tary  of Wa«* F o r  R e le a s e  N o v e m b e r  H
AFRICAN COLONIES SHOULD 
NEVER BE RESTORED TO 
HERMAN DOMINATION.
Emmett J. Scott  Vo ices  Earnest P ro tes t
of 12.000,000 American Negroes 
Against  Returning Oppressed 
Black Peop les  to G e r ­
man Tyranny .
Urges Larger Liberties for African Allies, 
Under Government of an International 
Commission— One Member of Commis­
sion to be a Colored American— How 
Black Men of the World Have Aided in I 
War for Freedom and Democracy.
N ew Y ork, November 4.— A t  n monster 
patriotic meet mg Saturday night at 
Carnegie Hall, under the auspices of The 
Circdo o f Negro War Relief, the principal 
speaker was Irvin S. Cobb, the famous 
war correspondent, who has recently re­
turned from the French front, where lie 
was a witness to some o f the most im­
portant battles o f the present conflict o f 
the Allien ngninst Germany. Mr Cobb’s 
theme was "T h e  Negro Soldier,”  and 
his remarks were o f especial interest be­
cause of his intimate contact with the 
colored American warriors during their 
trying “ baptisms of lir e ."  Harrison 
Rhodes, well-known as a magazine writer, 
and whose stories o f the activities of the 
Negroes in the war have attracted inter­
national attention, presided over the Car­
negie Hall meeting.
Prominent among other speakers who 
were heard on this occasion was Kmmett 
.1. Scott, secretary o f Tuskegec Institute, 
Alabama, and for eighteen years the con­
fidential secretary o f the late Hooker T. 
Washington. He was appointed a little 
more than a year ago by Secretary New­
ton I). Maker as a Special Assistant to the 
Secretary o f War, to advise him with 
reference to the many delicate problems 
growing out o f the relation of the 
12,000,000 Negroes o f this country to the 
war, and to indicate to his people how 
they might render the most effective aid 
in bringing victory to the American arms.
T H E N EG R O ’S P A R T  IN  
W ORLD-W IDE WAR.
THE
Dr. Scott prefaced his address with the 
declaration that “ this is the people’s 
war— not a white man’s war, not a black 
man's war, but a war o f all the people un­
der the Stars andStripes for the preserva­
tion o f human liberty throughout the 
world.’ ’ In this conflict for liberty and 
worldw ide democracy, Dr. Scott said 
“ The Negro is proving to be a notable 
and inspiring figure.”  He warned his 
people not to be deceived by unofficial 
statements or expressions that peace is 
near, declaring that an enduring peace 
will never come until the enemy is decis­
ively beaten, and pledging the continu­
ance o f the loyal black battlers in the 
forefront o f strife to the very finish—  
until an honorable peace has been en­
forced or obtained.
N E A R L Y  400,000 OOIjORED  AiMERI-
0A N 6  UNDER ARMS.
•
Dr. Scott noted that there are now 
overseas, “ at grips with the master in­
fancy o f the civilized world or awaiting 
the call to active combat, nearly 400,000
gallant black soldiers, the “ fru it and 
flower o f the Negro race.”  These, he 
said, represent a response o f more than 
00 per cent o f total number of
Negroes registered in the draft, and a 
larger proportionate number than has 
been true o f other racial groups regis­
tered under the first draft. “ And this 
number,”  added Dr. Scott, “ takes no 
account o f the sturdy, upstanding men 
o f my race who are members o f the four 
‘ crack’ regiments o f the Regular Army, 
nor o f the 12,000 brawny men who came 
into service through the National Guard 
organizations, such as the ‘ Fighting F if­
teenth’ o f New York, which has, along 
with others, avou imperishable fame on the 
battle field in France.”  He pointed with 
pride to the fact that while the Negro 
represented only 8 per cent o f the first 
draft registration the race has actually 
contributed 15 per cent to the number ' 
called to the colors under said draft, illc 
noted also tlwvS in every 100 in the first 
draft examined for service, proximntely 
fi(5 per cent o f the Negroes were accepted,
I while only 24 per cent, o f the whites were 
. accepted, a difference o f 12 per rent in the 
j Negroes’ favor for physical quality.
| This, ho contended, dissipates the ancient 
yarn about the black race being a dete­
riorating or decadent people. Relatively, 
fewer colored men claimed exemption 
from military service than did tlio whites.
Dr. Scott. further declared that the war,
“  grim-visnged and ruthless ns it is, 1ms 
served or a H orded the Negroes an oppor­
tunity once more to prove their un­
bounded, unfaltering loyalty— their 100 
per cent Americanism and to demonstrate 
their immunity from insidious German 
propaganda. 'Hie war has made for the 
advancement o f the material welfare of 
the race. Prior to the present conflict 
the Negro had loss than a dozen com­
missioned officers; now he has more than 
1,200, all highly-qualified and forward- 
looking men. From an army o f but four 
regiments, with only infantry and cavalry, 
the race has now its 4.00,000 men repre­
sented in every conceivable branch o f tin* 
service, and the reports from officers, 
from General Pershing down, indicate 
that these men arc giving an excellent 
account o f themselves. Dr. Scott read 
several letters from Frcneh and American 
officers testifying to the gallantry and 
valor o f the colored men under the se­
verest shell fire and how they had held 
the line intact in many instances under 
the most trying circumstances.
T T RG Eft ft El ,F-G O VER NAPE N T  FOR 
COLONIES UNDER IN T E R N A T IO N A L
COMMISSION.
A fter noting numerous eases where 
black men had been awarded tlie French 
Croix de Guerre and paying a tribute 
to the priceless labors o f the black sol­
diers o f America and elsewhere to “ make 
the world safe for democracy,”  Dr. 
Scott made a somewhat startling plea 
for a solemn guarantee o f international 
protection and larger liberties for the 
darker races o f the world, registering a 
fervent protest against any policy that 
might restore to Germany her pillaged 
African colonies and urging a form  o f 
self-government fo r  these oppressed 
peoples, under an appointed International 
Commission, upon which shall he a ent­
ered Am rriran 11 to r'oiee the inartieulate 
yearnings o f that host o f  exploited and 
pillaged people. ’ ’
PR O TE STS  A G A IN S T  RESTORING  
A F R IC A N  COLONIES TO  G ERM ANY.
Elaborating tins point with reference 
to the future o f tlie colonies wrested from
German domination and tyranny, Di. 
ftcott described the revolting cruelties per­
petuated upon the natives in the African 
dependencies, noting an official report oi 
Edmund I I . L. Gorges, Secretary o f the 
Interior for the South African Union, 
which tells o f the enslaving o f men and 
the outraging o f women, of hangings and 
Hoggings and wholesale massacres, with 
many tribes threatened with extinction. 
In  Togoland, where the oppression was 
especially rife, it is stated that the popu­
lation fell off a million souls in less than 
two decades o f murder and rapine.
“ May we not, in this solemn hour, 
register our fervent protest against any 
Contemplation o f restoring to Germany 
these A frican  colonics she has so long 
oppressed and betrayed?”  asked Dr. 
ftcott. “ I t  is too much to say that to 
restore these helpless black men to tin ir 
form er oppressors would he a terrible be­
trayal? Has not the hour come in which 
men, even of Darkest Africa, may cry 
out for the right to elect or ordain their 
own destiny under an acceptable-tutelage 
and guidance o f enlightened men rather 
than under oppressive and cruel mas­
ters?”
“ Black men o f America and Africa 
have helped to rout and humble the 
Hun.”  continued Dr. ftcott. “ When civi­
lization all but tottered to  ^ its doom, 
Scnegalcssc, Algci'ian and Soudanese 
troops stayed the I  Inn and saved ri vi I i ra­
tion to the world. Hoon around flu* Pcnee 
’Pablo representatives o f the' nations of 
the Earth are to gather. France and 
England in their hour o f need have gladly 
accepted the allegiance and the assistance 
o f tribes from A fr ic a  A great and re­
sponsible duty now devolves upon the 
nations o f the world to see that these poor 
people, along with other oppressed 
peoples, shall not bo again placed under 
the iron heel o f malignant oppressors.
“ In truth, the hour has come, in my 
opinion, when the world should deedaro 
that not only are these colonies not. to he 
turned hark to Germany, but to no otln r 
nation as well,
“ (May not we, brothers by racial ties 
and blood sympathy of these African 
peoples, speak for them and call for their 
freedom, for their liberties, for the self- 
determination of their destinv, AN D  FOR 
TH E  A P P O IN T M E N T  OF A N  IN T E R ­
N A T IO N A L  COMMISSION, which shall
in future govern these colonies, AND  
UPO N W H ICH  COMMISSION TH ERE 
SHOULD ftIT  A R E PR E S E N TA T IV E  
OF TH E  12.000,000 COLORED PEO PLE 
OF AM ERICA, who represent the largest 
group o f forward looking Mack people of 
the world, TO VOICE TH E  IN A R T IC U ­
L A T E  Y E A R N IN G S  OF THiAT HOST 
OF E X PLO ITE D  AND  P ILLA G E D  
P E O P L E ! ’ ’
ARE YOU R E AD Y TO SUPPORT 
SUCH A  REQUEST?
PLEDGES L O Y A L T Y  O F NEGRO 
AM E R IC AN S  TO OUR FLAG.
In conclusion Dr. ftcott said:
“ T ill Victory and Peace come, we 
shall continue to pledge to the President 
o f the United. States and the national 
government all that we have and that we 
are, whether at. the bleeding battle front 
or wherever faithful service will count 
most toward winning the great war in 
which we are engaged. We are pledged 
\ o  do everything that will help and noth­
ing that will hamper our Government in 
winning this war for the honor, the inde­
pendence and the sacred principles o f Our 
Country, and the ultimntejfreedom of all 
mankind.
“ W e can pledge no vnore— OUR 
CO UNTRY EXPECTS NO  L E S S !”
